Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.071; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
In the title compound, C 15 H 13 N 3 O 4 , the pyridine and benzene rings are nearly perpendicular [dihedral angle = 84.24 (5) ]. In the crystal structure, classical O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding between the OH group of the carboxyl unit and a neighbouring pyridine ring N atom and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding between the imine NH group and a neighbouring O atom of an acyl unit, together with complementary nonclassical C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between carboxyl O atoms and neighbouring CH groups, link the molecules into a three-dimensional system.
Related literature
For hydrazones as corrosion inhibitors for metals and alloys, see : Fouda et al. (2000; 2007) . For related structures, see : Chen et al. (2006) ; Hu et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Comment
The hydrazone compounds have a strong ability of coordination, which have been investigated as corrosion inhibitors for metals and their alloys (Fouda et al., 2000; 2007) . The title compound (Fig.1) is closely related to the previously reported (E)-2-[2-(2,3-Dimethyl-5-oxo-1-phenyl-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazol-4-yliminomethyl) phenoxy]acetic acid monohydrate (Hu et al., 2006) and 1-(4-Aminophenyl)ethanone isonicotinoylhydrazone (Chen et al., 2006) . The molecular structure of title compound reveals the nearly perpendicular system, in which dihedral angle between the pyridine and benzene rings is 84.24 (5)°. Adjacent molecules are connected by intermolecular classical O-H···N, N-H···O and non-classical C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Fig.2 ).
Experimental
The methanol (10 ml) was added to an acetone solution (10 ml) of the 2-(2-{[2-(4-pyridylcarbonyl)hydrazono]methyl}phen-oxy)acetic acid (0.5 mmol). After stirring at 308 K for 2 h, crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of the solution at room temperature.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93Å and 0.97Å, O-H = 0.82Å, N-H = 0.86Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
The 1548 Friedel pairs were merged in structure refinement procedure.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at 30% probability level. H atoms are presented as a small spheres of arbitrary radius. 
